Weoley Castle Nursery School Curriculum Goals

Curriculum Goal: Communication and Lanquage

Through the EYFS curriculum, we intend to inspire confident communicators who can share their
thoughts, feelings and opinions with others. We wish to expand the children’s vocabulary and enrich it
through hands on practical experiences. We want our children to communicate with confidence, in their
home language as well as in English, using an appropriate system of communication. We want our children
to understand that language is powerful, both verbal and non-verbal, and through language children can
express wants, needs, ideas and to be able to articulate their rights.

Context:

All of our planning has been designed with the context of our children and families at the
forefront of our minds. We consider the type of housing they live in, social and economic context,
language and communication needs such as EAL and speech and language development and how all
of these factors play a part in educational outcomes.

Educational Programmes:
EYFS 2021

The development of children's spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development.
Children's back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive
development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the
day in a language-rich environment are crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing,
and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added; practitioners will build children's language
effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and
poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of
contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play,
where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning
that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language
structures.




First milestone:

To use communication and
language to express their wants,
needs and entitlements. To have a
developing understanding and use
of Makaton as a vehicle to support
communication. To begin to
demonstrate enjoyment of
stories, songs and rhymes through
developing listening and attention
skills.

e Know their keyworkers name - say or sign
e Recognise their own name - self register

e Communicate basic needs through language or signstoilet,
hungry, thirsty, happy & sad

e Use a simple sentence to make a choice at group fime - 'T want
to play in the garden’

e Show an interest in songs and rhymes
 Understand, access & read appropriate visual fimetable

e Understand, with scaffolding if required, and act on longer
sentences like find your coat.

e Listen o simple stories and understand what is happening,
with the help of the pictures.

e Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners
when they are described. For example: ‘Adam's coat’, 'red car’

What does this look like?

Children will be able to use a form of communication, verbal or non- verbal, to access the nursery day,
using the Makaton signs; toilet, hungry, thirsty, happy & sad to express their wants & needs.




Second milestone:

Children demonstrate a love for
stories, songs and rhymes and
begin to use vocabulary linked to
core books. Listening skills are
developing and with support
children are able to respond to
questions and instructions.
Children are able to ask for help
if they need it, and to speak in
simple sentences.

 Know the names of all/ most of the children in their family
group

e Sing a repertoire of familiar songs and rhymes

e Be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to retell
a long story

e Learns lots of new words and use them in play.

¢ Understand a question or instruction that has two parts,
such as "Get your coat and wait at the door”.

¢ Understand 'why' questions, like: "Why do you think the
caterpillar got so fat?

What does this look like?

Stories are seen as a source of joy and excitement. Core vocabulary linked to core books is used
and reinforced through continuous provision. The use of Makaton is visible and used as a vehicle
to support communication. Children have a developing repertoire of favourite songs and rhymes.




Third milestone:

Children are able to talk with
other children, using simple
sentences. Listening skills enable
children to participate in group
times, listening to their peers and
responding to things said by
others. Children are able to talk
about what they are doing and
things they remember that are
important to them e.g. birthdays,
Diwali, often starting

conversations with familiar people.

Children are able to follow an
instruction with two parts.

Listening, Attention & Understanding

e To listen when they are in a group or with other
children

e Sits quietly and listen for fifteen minutes

* Be able to move away from distractions when
concentrating

Speaking

e To communicate their wants and needs with
confidence, using an appropriate system of
communication.

e To talk about things, they are doing and things they
remember e Start conversations with familiar people

e To speak clearly and with confidence, speaking in
sentences

e Join in at group time by putting up hand and waiting
their turn to talk

e Be able to talk about thoughts even when they
disagree and can discuss this using words and actions

e Uses longer sentences of four fo six words when
talking

What does this look like?

Language, verbal and non-verbal, is used effectively as a powerful means of communication.
Children are to listen for extended periods, engaging in group times for extended periods.
Children are confident to communicate, excited and eager to share their thoughts and
opinions. Language is used as a vehicle to resolve disagreements




Final milestone:

Children are able to confidently use language to express their wants and needs, to
access their day at nursery. Children speak in sentences, listening skills are developed,
with improved attention and recall. Books are accessed independently: children are

able to retell favourite stories and talk about what happens in a story. Children have a
developing repertoire of favourite songs and nursery rhymes. Children use core
vocabulary in continuous provision.




